Palm Sunday – 5th April
Making Palm Crosses to wave
Two set of instructions below.
Lots more online, including video tutorials!

Making newspaper
palm branches
Instructions below!

What makes a good leader?
Who is important in my life?

Music:
I will follow him – Sister Act
Give me oil in my lamp
or, a jazzier version
We have a king
who rides a donkey

The Story of Palm Sunday
Matthew 21.1-11
As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the
Mount of Olives. There Jesus sent two of the disciples on ahead with these
instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey
tied up with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring them to me. And if anyone
says anything, tell him, ‘The Master[a] needs them’; and then he will let them go at
once.”
This happened in order to make come true what the prophet had said:
“Tell the city of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you!
He is humble and rides on a donkey
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
So the disciples went and did what Jesus had
told them to do: they brought the donkey and
the colt, threw their cloaks over them, and
Jesus got on. A large crowd of people spread
their cloaks on the road while others cut
branches from the trees and
spread them on the road.
The crowds walking in front
of Jesus and those walking
behind began to shout,
“Praise to David's Son!
God bless him who
comes in the name of the Lord!
Praise be to God!”
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was thrown into
an uproar. “Who is he?”
the people asked.
“This is the prophet Jesus,
from Nazareth in Galilee,” the crowds answered
The rest of the Easter Story can be found at the end of this pack….

START with a long vertical strip of palm as shown in the upper left drawing.
Step 1 - Make a diagonal fold near the middle of the strip so that the top part of the
strip extends out to the right.
Step 2 - Fold C over B so that the top of strip extends to the left.
Step 3 - Fold C end under B so that top of strip extends to the right again.
Step 4 - Fold A under B and through slot and pull tight (shape looks almost the same
but B now has more slots).
Step 5 - Bring A end up and through bottom slot at B and pull half way through and
tuck A into top slot at B.
Step 6 - Bring C end over and through right slot at B and pull half way through and
tuck C into left slot at B.

Newspaper palm trees

Holy Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday – 6th – 8th April
Making crosses
There are so many different types. Here are just a few:

They all have different meanings, as well as being crosses.
Why not design your own?
Rainbows
There are rainbows appearing in windows all over the world
at the moment. Christians use the rainbow as a symbol of God’s
promises, and of hope and love.
Maybe make a rainbow cross for your window?
You could design your own, or colour the one below.
Labyrinths
Labyrinths can be a great way to go on a journey even when you
can’t go far. They’re a wonderful way to think and reflect.
There’s a guide to making one below. You could use paper, or anything
else that makes the lines…big enough for your feet to walk, or your
fingers to trace – or colour in the spotty colouring sheet labyrinth.
When you’re done, you might like to use it with ‘bless the Lord’ chant
from the Good Friday section, to help your thinking.

Maundy Thursday
9th April

Wash someone else’s feet…
How does it feel?
How else do you help others?

Music:
Bruno Mars – Count on me
Taize chant – Ubi caritas

Make some footprints
You could use sand, wet feet on paving
slabs, draw round your feet or get really
messy and use paint onto paper or mud
outside (ask a grownup first; and after
wash your feet, very carefully!)

Good Friday
– 10th April
This might be a good time to make an Easter garden!
There’s a diagram below – but don’t forget to add in the cloth Jesus was wrapped in,
and roll the stone in front of the entrance to the tomb for now – you can roll the
stone away as part of your celebrations on Easter Sunday! (This is one reason why we
celebrate with Easter eggs – they remind us of the stone rolled away, because Jesus
is Risen!)
Music:
Taize chant
Bless the Lord, my soul

Were you there when they
crucified my Lord?
Version 1
Version 2

Easter Day – 12th April
Jesus Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
Time to Celebrate!
Maybe:
- Light a candle (with a grownup) – the light of Christ.
- Eat eggs (any variety!)
- Make butterflies – symbols of the resurrection (outline below)
- Make a joyful noise(!) with an Easter cracker (instructions below)
Music:
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, praise ye the Lord:
Silent Monks Sing The Hallelujah Chorus
O Happy Day

These crackers work with any rectangles – the bigger the louder! (Stiff A3 paper is
really good)
Easter designs can be added on both sides – maybe ‘Alleluia’ could appear when they
make a noise?

The Easter Story
There are so many symbols of new life in the shops at Easter, like eggs, chicks and
spring flowers. The very first Easter story is about new life – despair turning into joy,
an amazing miracle and the extravagant love of God for all of us. Here’s what
happened…
A special meal
Jesus gathered his friends around him for a special meal, and during the meal he
tried to help them understand what was going to happen to him.
He took some bread, and broke it, and gave it to them, saying ‘This is my body’. Then
he poured some wine and shared it with them, saying ‘This is my blood’. He knew he
was going to die, and he wanted his friends to understand.
Then he took a towel and started to wash their feet, to show them that if he, their
teacher, could wash their feet, then they should also learn to do kind and humble
things for one another. He was showing them that a leader can also be a servant.
After supper, they went to a beautiful, quiet garden so that Jesus could pray about
what was going to happen. He really needed his friends that night, but they kept
falling asleep. He had never felt so alone.
Betrayed
Late at night, one of Jesus’ friends, Judas, came to the garden, bringing with him
soldiers from the temple to arrest Jesus – it was dark, so he told the soldiers he
would show them which one was Jesus by kissing him. We don’t know why Judas did
it, but he wasn’t the only one who betrayed Jesus that night. When the soldiers
arrived, all Jesus’ friends ran away, and then later, his best friend Peter was so afraid,
he wouldn’t even admit to knowing Jesus.

On trial
Jesus was put on trial – all night they questioned him. Early in the morning they sent
him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, and asked him to kill Jesus for them –
they said that Jesus was claiming to be a King, a rival to the Roman Emperor.
The Romans often crucified people – they knew it made everyone afraid of them. So
when the crowds asked for Jesus to be crucified, Pilate eventually agreed. He didn’t
really care whether Jesus was a criminal or not.

Crucified
So Jesus was beaten, and given a crown made of thorns – the soldiers were mocking
him as ‘King of the Jews’. Then they took him away and crucified him – they nailed
him to a large wooden cross, and hung him there in the blazing hot sun, along with
two criminals.
Gradually some of Jesus’ friends came back: John stood by Jesus’ mother Mary, and
Jesus asked them to care for each other after he was gone.
Finally, there came a moment when the sky went dark, and Jesus took his last breath.
Jesus’ friends buried him and rolled a large stone against the tomb entrance, and the
soldiers stayed to guard it (they didn’t want anyone to steal the body and pretend
that Jesus had come back to life).

***
The next day was the Sabbath – the holy day – and on that day Jesus’ body lay silent
and cold in the tomb.

***
Tomb stone rolled away
Early on the first day of the week, when it was still dark, some friends of Jesus (both
called Mary) went to the tomb with spices and herbs, so that they could care for
Jesus’ body.
They had wondered how they would move the stone away, but they arrived to find
the tomb open, and an angel who told them that Jesus was alive – well, they were
not sure what to think! One of them went back to the city, but the other stayed in
the garden.
She was crying, and it was still dark, so when saw someone standing near her she
thought it must be the gardener. Maybe he had moved the stone and taken Jesus’
body?

He’s alive!
Then the man said to her, ‘Mary’ and she
recognised his voice. It was Jesus, and he
really was alive! He said to her, ‘Go and
tell my friends what you have seen,’ and
she did – she ran all the way back to where
Jesus’ friends were staying and said to them,
‘I have seen the Lord, and he is alive!’
They didn’t know what to think either,
but over the next hours and days, they
all saw Jesus – he came to them in the
house, he met some of them on a
journey, and then visited them again
while they were fishing, and cooked
them breakfast! There was no doubt
about it, Jesus was alive, and they
began to tell everyone the good news.

Happy Easter!

Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen.
He is Risen indeed, Alleluia!

