
 
Growing deep roots. Producing good fruit 

 
Offenham First School  

Reading Policy  
 
Reading is not simply the decoding of black marks on the page but involves the 
ability to read, with understanding, a wide range of different types of text including 
fiction, non-fiction, real world texts such as labels, captions and lists and print in the 
environment. Competence in reading is the key to independent learning and therefore 
the teaching of reading is to be given a high priority by all staff.  Success in reading 
has a direct effect upon progress in most other areas of the curriculum and is crucial 
ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-confidence and motivation. 
 
VISION 
hǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άLove, transformation 
and growthέ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ  ²Ŝ 
offer all pupils equal access to, and a love of learning, so that all can be 
transformed, flourish and grow in every area of the curriculum including through 
Reading. 
 

AIMS 
To enable children to: 
 

¶ develop positive attitudes towards reading so that it is a pleasurable and 
meaningful activity 

¶ read a wide range of texts for both pleasure and information 

¶ use reading skills as an integral part of learning throughout the curriculum 

¶ read and respond to a variety of texts whilst gaining increased level of 
fluency, accuracy, independence and understanding  

¶   engage with texts, demonstrating good understanding and comprehension. 

 ¶  develop a personal response to texts. 
 
 
ENTITLEMENT 
 
Pupils have access to a wide range of reading opportunities that include: 

¶ guided reading 

¶ shared reading 

¶ regular independent reading 

¶ home/school reading 

¶ hearing books read aloud on a regular basis 

¶ selecting own choice of texts, including ICT texts 



¶ reading in other subjects, including ICT texts 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
At Offenham we have a wide selection of literature, non-fiction and non-literary texts 
for the children to choose from. These resources give a broad range of reading 
material at each level of development enabling the children to become selective from 
an early age. The books in EYFS and KS1 are banded according to phonic level 
ranging from 2A to 6.  These bands are in line with the Twinkl Phonics programme 
used to deliver phonics in year groups Reception to Year two.  In Key Stage 2 a wide 
variety of books are available but the books are sorted into ZPD ranges, rather than 
level bands, as prescribed by the Accelerated Reader system.   
 
Guided Reading ς Key Stage 1 
 
Reading is taught for 20 minutes during Guided Reading lessons in Key Stage 1. 
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 also have daily phonics / SPaG lessons in 
which they learn to read through a phonic approach. Twinkl Phonics is used to teach 
each level of phonics and reading.  
 
Reading Skills ς Key Stage 2  
 
In Key Stage 2 reading skills and reading comprehension techniques are taught 
weekly in discrete lessons.  In addition, reading skills are taught and practised 
throughout the curriculum in all subject areas; for example, children may learn 
comprehension skills when finding information in History. 
 
Individual Reading 
 
In Reception, pupils read to an adult once or twice a week formally, until they are 
ready to join a Guided Reading group.  In other year groups, children may be 
selected for individual reading with an adult/parent helper or member of teaching 
staff, according to individual need.  
 
Shared Reading 
 
Teachers use shared reading to model the process of reading to the children, 
including how to read fluently and with expression, how to decipher meaning from 
texts and how to express a personal response to text. Shared reading takes place 
across the curriculum, but most frequently in English lessons. Texts are chosen 
ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
independent reading ability. 
 
ICT and Reading 
 


