At Offenham CE First School we use the DFE validated phonics programme, produced by Twinkl Phonics, to teach
phonics across the school.

The programme is designed for daily use from the beginning of Reception, enabling children to make a smooth
transition from Reception to Key Stage one. The daily lesson plans cover all the main Grapheme-Phoneme
Correspondances (GPCs) and Common Exception Words (CEWS) to provide children with the phonic knowledge and
skills required for success in the Year one Phonics Screening Check and beyond.

o Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading
and writing, in which words are broken up into
their smallest units of sound or ‘phonemes”.

o Children leam fo associate a8 wntten letter or
group of letters, known as ‘graphemes’, with
each phoneme.

O Sounds are then joined or ‘blended’ fogether
into words for reading or, conversely, whole
words are broken down or “segmented” into their
sounds for writing-

O |tis the UK's most preferred method of teaching
phianics.

O Sownds are taught in & prescrbed order starting
with 5, a, t, PL n, as this allows for the most
words to be made from the start, such as "sat,”
‘tap’ and ‘pin’.

Much evidence has been collated in recent years to demonstrate that teaching children to read words using
Synthetic Phonics has a positive effect on children’s long-term ability to read and comprehend text.

Although it is true that many English words are not entirely phonically regular, the fact remains that around half of
all words are completely decodable if the reader has the necessary toolkit of GPCs. This means that if we teach
children to read words using a Synthetic Phonics approach, we are equipping them to read, at their first attempt, at
least half of all words in the English language and to have a good chance of working out the tricky GPCs in most of
the remaining words.

In a synthetic phonics programme like Twinkl Phonics, children are first taught the most common GPCs in the English
language so that they can quickly begin to apply this knowledge to read whole words (blending), and soon after, to
spell them (encoding). Over the course of the programme, they will be introduced to a number of alternative ways of
representing the same phonemes, including some of the less common GPCs.

We have a clear programme and clear expectations about what sounds will taught and when they are taught.
Alongside this sits the Common Exception Words that your child will be taught.

Your child’s phonic knowledge will be matched to your child’s reading book in order for them to continue to practise
these skills when reading both at home and school. Your support at home is key to your child’s success.



Meet the phonics family who you will encounter in reading books and who the children encounter in their daily
phonic lessons.

Grandpa

" Dada Grandad

> e~
Dad \

Below you will find charts to help you support your child at home. Miss Ree has produced a video to help you with
correct pronounciation of the pure sounds.

[Every scund has 8 comesponding action and mnemenic which helps
children to remember them. You can support your child by madelling
the same scunds and sctions &t home.




Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics
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It is really importamnt that children l=arm to form the letters using the comect letter
formeation when writing. A= they are introdwoed 1o a new sownd, children are taught
hiowr o write it conrectiy. it would be grest if you could also mode| this at home.

The new sound is displayed within 2 word linked to the mnemonic for Leved 5,




Below is a table outlining some of the meaning of the words your child or their teacher may use:

Phoname the smallest unit of sound in words

Grapheme the written representstion of a sound

GPC (Grapheme-Phoneme | being able to match a phoneme with the comrect grapheme and vice

Comespondence) versa

Blending joining individuel speech sounds together to read a word

Segmenting breaking down words into individual speech sounds to spell a word

Dwgraph twio |etters making one sound e.g. ‘sh’

Trigraph three letters making one sound e.g. ‘igh’

Split Digraiph two letters making one sound which are divided by & consocnant e.g.
the E%anund inthe word ‘side’

Tricky/Common wainds that are not fully decodable such as the’ and “was®

Exception Words

Sound buttons circles or spots thet can be written undemeath a sound to support
reading

Sound bars lines that can ke written underneath digraphs or trigrephs 1o show that

the letters make one sound

Mnemonic & visual prompt to help children remember & scund

At the beginning of each academic year parents have the opportunity to come into school and participate in a
parents’ phonic presentation from the classteacher.

We hope you will join us.



