
EYFS at 
Offenham CE First School



• Give you further information on the day to day running of 
the classroom and expectations

• Provide information on how to support your children at home 
with their learning

• Tips for online safety 



Day to day running of the classroom…

• Children come in, fill up their own water bottles, hang up coats and put lunch boxes on 
the shelf.

• They put their home reading books along with diaries into the blue box to be checked, 
regardless of whether they have read. 

• Any return forms/slips – inside reading diaries 

• They are able to change their book once it has been read, there is no set day for 
changing. If they forget to bring their school book home, you’re welcome to share a 
book from home and write it in their yellow diary. 

    The children select their own book from the box.

• An adult will check their diary daily and on a Friday they will get 1hp for reading 3+ 
times a week. A signature/comment is required.



The EYFS Curriculum

What are Early Learning Goals (ELG)?

Early Learning Goals (ELG) are a set of key skills and knowledge that children are expected to achieve by 
the end of the Reception year.

Why are ELGs Important?
•Foundation for Learning: ELGs help ensure children are ready for Year 1 and the National Curriculum.

•Whole-Child Development: They cover not just reading and maths, but also social skills, communication, and 
physical development.

What Areas Do ELGs Cover?
There are 17 Early Learning Goals across 7 main areas:
1.Communication and Language  - Listening, attention, understanding, and speaking.
2.Physical Development - Gross and fine motor skills.
3.Personal, Social, and Emotional Development  - Self-regulation, managing emotions, building relationships.
4.Literacy  - Reading and writing.
5.Mathematics - Numbers, patterns, and shapes.
6.Understanding the World  - People, communities, the natural world, and technology.
7.Expressive Arts and Design  - Creating, using imagination, and exploring media.



Reception children are 
taught separately for:

• Reading comprehension
• Phonics
• PSHE
• Science
• Understanding of the World 

• They take part in 
Reading Buddies on a 
Friday where chn from 
Cotswold Class come 
and share a book with 
them.

 



Reading
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Expectations

• Children should be reading at least 3 times a week. 

• School books are in line with the sounds they are being 
taught in their daily Phonics lessons and reading them 
together helps them to practice and embed the new sounds. 

• Books that interest your child are encouraged too.

• Comment on any reading you do in their yellow reading 
record.



Wordless picture books are told entirely through their pictures. They are books without words, or sometimes just a few words. 

Sharing wordless books with a child provides an opportunity to talk and have a conversation. Each "reader" listens and speaks, and 

creates their own story in their own words. Sharing wordless books also reinforces the idea that, in many books, the story and the 

pictures are connected. 

Below are a few tips for sharing wordless picture books with your child: 

• Recognise that there are no “right" or "wrong" ways to read a wordless book. One of the wonderful benefits of wordless books is 

how each child creates their own story. 

• Look at the cover and talk about the title. Make a few predictions about the story. 

• Take a "picture walk" through the pages of the book. Enjoy the pictures. Look carefully at the characters and the setting. Talk to 

each other about what you see. 

• Go back through the book a second time and get ready for some great storytelling! You could tell the story first. Put on diff erent 

voices for the characters. 

• Encourage your child to "read" the book to you. Help your child to improve their story. One way to encourage more details is by 

asking "W" questions: Who? Where? When? Why? 

Sharing wordless books is a brilliant way to build important literacy skills, including listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension and 

an increased awareness of how stories are built with a beginning, middle and end. Have fun! 



Ideas for comments to write in your child’s reading record



Treasure Hunt

Snap

I spy…

Match the rhyming words

Take reading outdoors

Bath words!

Games





Digraph
Two letters making 

one sound
e.g. ch oa ee

Phoneme
The sound that a letter 

or group of 
letters make. 

Split 
Digraph

A digraph split 
by a consonant.

e.g. Bike i-e
Pete e-e

Grapheme
The written 

representation 
of a phoneme.

Trigraph
Three letters making 

one sound
e.g. igh / ure



How do we teach phonics in school?

 Daily phonics lessons with new sound introduced (around 4 a week)

 Actions to support each sound (see handout)

 Chn have a go at writing the letter to match the sound (this is then practiced in their 
English lesson).

 From the start we teach how to blend the sounds for reading – using robot arms 

e.g. c-a-t is cat, b -u-s is bus, s-t-o-p is stop 

 Main digraphs (letter combinations) - for blending and segmenting

 Irregular keywords (tricky words also known as Common Exception Words) e.g. blending 
them but noting the regular and irregular/unusual parts 

 Use decodable texts initially 

 Blending all-through-the-word as one of the main strategies for reading unknown words 



Reception children start on Level 2

Teaches blending to read and segmenting to spell.

        Set 1: s a t p

 Set 2: i n m d

 Set 3: g o c k

 Set 4: ck e u r

 Set 5: h b f ff l ll ss

Vowel consonant (VC) - consonant vowel consonant (CVC) words.

Learning to read some tricky words: the to I no go into
 





Tricky words/Common 
Exception Words (CEW)

A word that doesn’t 
follow regular spelling 
rules and can’t easily be 
sounded out. These are 
especially important 
because children need to 
learn them by sight.



They then move to Level Three
Continues to teach blending to read and segmenting to spell.

     Set 6: j v w x

     Set 7: y z zz qu

 ch sh th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er

Letter names

Introducing two syllable words

Learning some tricky words:

 Read: he she we me be was you they all are my her

 Write: the to I no go 







When supporting your child it is important 
you say the pure sound without the 

additional ‘uh’.

Sounds need to be learned and said 
correctly to enable children to read and 

spell successfully.

  
mmmm not muh

nnnn not nuh

fff not fuh

lll not luh

rrr not ruh



Pronunciation





Pronunciation





Top tips for when your child 
is on pink books 

Encourage your child to use 
their sound mat to support 
sounding out e.g. c-a-t

If your child isn’t ready to 
blend yet – encourage them 
to sound out each sound and 
you could blend for them. E.g. 
c-a-t cat

Remember to re-read the 
whole sentence back to your 
child. 

Your child will soon be bringing home books 
with words, that align with the sounds they 
have been taught in their daily Phonics 
lessons. 

These will be ‘pink’ books (show box)



Spellings – November 

A letter will follow



Writing



The children have the opportunity 
to practise their phoneme 
grapheme correspondence through 
provision activities. 
They will also embed new learning 
in their daily English lessons. 



Strengthening their hands ready to write 
with increased control and coordination.





How can you support at home?
By making it fun, hands -on and confidence -building

Build Fine Motor Skills First
Writing starts with strong hand muscles!
•Play with playdough , threading beads , or peg 
boards
•Use tweezers to pick up small objects
•Practice cutting, drawing, and colouring

Encourage Mark -Making
Let children explore writing in playful ways:
•Use chalk, paint, or sand trays
•Let them “write” shopping lists, birthday cards, or 
signs for their toys
•Celebrate scribbles—they’re the first step to writing!

Make Writing Meaningful
•Write together: shopping lists, thank-you notes, labels, cards
•Let them “help” with writing tasks around the house
•Praise effort, not perfection—confidence is key!

Focus on Name Writing
Practice writing their first name with correct letter 
formation
•Use tracing sheets, name puzzles, or rainbow writing (writing 
over the same word in different colours)

Use Phonics to Support Spelling
•Encourage sounding out simple words using phonics (e.g. c-a-t)
•Play games with magnetic letters or letter tiles
•Use songs and rhymes to reinforce letter sounds



Maths
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What does maths look like at Offenham?

• Maths Mastery scheme
• Practical
• Learning through play 
• Depth 
• Challenge through ‘Master it’ 
• Morning Work 
• Mental Maths Tests 



In EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) , subitising is the 
ability to recognise how many objects are in a small group 
without counting them one by one .

For example, if a child sees , they instantly know 
there are 3  dots without saying "1, 2, 3".

Subitising helps children: 

• Develop a strong understanding of number.
• Recognise number patterns.Build confidence with early 

calculation.
• Understand concepts such as more, less, addition and 

subtraction.
• It is a key skill within the EYFS mathematics curriculum 

and forms the foundation for later number work.



Mastery (in maths)
Instead of moving quickly through lots of topics, children spend time really 
understanding each concept deeply before moving on. They learn it in different ways 
—  using objects, pictures, and numbers —  so they truly understand why something 
works, not just how to do it. This means fewer children are left behind, and those who 
grasp things quickly go deeper rather than rushing ahead.

Oracy
This is about teaching children to talk and explain their thinking out loud, using the 
correct mathematical language. Rather than just writing an answer, children are 
encouraged to say things like "I know this because..." or "I predict that... because...". 
Talking things through helps children understand ideas more deeply and builds their 
confidence.

"We don't just want children to get the right answer —  we want them to deeply 
understand it, and be able to explain it.”



What does maths look like at Offenham?

 

Using manipulatives which are physical objects that help children 
understand mathematical concepts by seeing, touching, and moving 
them. They’re especially useful in allowing abstract ideas to become 
more concrete.



Morning Maths – After Easter Morning work example



Mental Maths Tests – After Easter

Mental maths tests start 
in…



How can I support my child at home?

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=37
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracygames/nu
mbers  
Spotting numbers in everyday environments
Lots of counting physical objects
Number rhymes
Pattern spotting
More/less/same vocabulary 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=37
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracygames/numbers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracygames/numbers


Online Safety 



Online Safety 

Knowing what your child is accessing, monitoring them



Online Safety 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/4_7/

https://www.childnet.com/

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/

https://talk.iwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/A-guide-for-
parents-and-carers-v7.pdf
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Online Safety 
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